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Non Technical Summary
The Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland (ISNI) announced in December
2005 presents an investment of up to £2.25 billion in transport, focusing on
Strategic Road Improvements, railway network renewal and bus fleet
investments. An investment of £1,400m is included for Strategic Road
Improvements (SRIs) in the period up to 2015. This is currently £400m more
then the current SRI programme which is set out in the Regional Strategic
Transport Network Transport Plan (RSTN TP) published in March 2005.
The Expanded SRI programme, like the RSTN TP, is based on the guidance
set out in the Regional Development Strategy (RDS) and the Regional
Transportation Strategy (RTS). The selection is based on the Government’s
five key criteria of environment, safety, economy, accessibility and integration.
It builds on the RSTN TP and aims to address further bottlenecks on the
Strategic road network, giving priority to the Key Transport Corridors (KTCs),
then the link corridors and the trunk roads.
Whilst the RSTN TP payed due regard to a number of strategic environmental
policy documents, in general, it is appropriate that environmental assessment
is focused at a specific scheme level. Significant environmental effects may
arise from major road schemes. Individual assessments have confirmed that
the proposed schemes do not impact directly on designated environmental
areas. However, as these measures involve land-use changes they will be
considered further during the scheme development. At this stage they will be
subjected to detailed appraisal and subsequent Environmental Impact
Assessments.
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1.

Introduction

1.1

This is the Environmental Report for the Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) of the Expanded Strategic Road Improvement Programme 2015.

1.2

European Directive 2001/42/EC1 ‘on the assessment of the effects of certain
plans and programmes on the environment’ (EC, 2001), requires SEA of a wide
range of plans and programmes, including Transport Plans. The objective of the
“SEA Directive” is to provide for a high level of protection of the environment
and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the
preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting
sustainable development.

1.3

The SEA process has a number of key stages:
•
•
•
•

Preparing an Environmental Report on the likely significant effects of the
draft plan;
Consulting on the draft plan and accompanying Environmental Report;
Taking into account the Environmental Report and the results of
consultation in decision making; and
Providing information when the plan is adopted and showing how the results
of the environmental assessment have been taken into account.

1.4

Guidance on the SEA is given by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
(September 2005) ‘A Practical Guide to Strategic Environmental Assessment
Directive’. This Environmental Report is informed by that guidance.

1.5

Preparing an environmental report in which the likely significant effects on the
environment of implementing the plan, and reasonable alternatives taking into
account the objectives and geographical scope of the plan, are identified,
described and evaluated. The information to be given is set out in Table 1.1
below.

1.6

The report must include the information that may reasonably be required taking
into account current knowledge and methods of assessment, the contents and
level of detail in the plan, its stage in the decision-making process and the
extent to which certain matters are more appropriately assessed at different
levels in that process to avoid duplication of the assessment (Article 5.2)

1

Transposed into Northern Ireland legislation by Statutory Rules of Northern Ireland 2004 No. 280
Environmental Protection: The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2004. This came into operation on 22nd July 2004.
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Table 1.1 Requirements of the SEA Directive
Requirement

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan
….and relationship with other relevant plans and programmes;
b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment
and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the
plan;
c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected;
d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the
plan including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a
particular environmental importance, such as areas
designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC
e) The environmental protection objectives, established at
International, Community or National level, which are relevant
to the plan and the way those objectives and any
environmental considerations have been taken into account
during this preparation;
f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including
issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna,
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage,
landscape and the inter-relationship between the above
factors. (these effects should include secondary, cumulative,
synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and
temporary, positive and negative effects);
g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the
environment of implementing the plan;
h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt
with, and a description of how the assessment was
undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling
the required information;
i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Regulation 16;
j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under
the above headings
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2.

The Expanded Strategic Road Improvement
Programme 2015

2.1

The Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland (ISNI) announced in December
2005 presents an investment of up to £2.25 billion focussing on Strategic Road
Improvements (SRIs), railway network renewal and bus fleet investment. The
proposed expanded SRI Programme has been prepared by the Department for
Regional Development (DRD) based upon the guidance provided by the
Regional Development Strategy and the Regional Transportation Strategy
(RTS). The expanded SRI Programme is an extension to the programme of
strategic highway schemes presented in the Regional Strategic Transport
Network Transport Plan (RSTN TP) which was published in March 2005.

2.2

The Strategic Road Network is Northern Ireland’s motorway and trunk road
network, comprising the 5 Key Transport Corridors (KTCs), 4 Link Corridors,
the Belfast Metropolitan Transport Corridors and the remainder of the trunk
road network (see Appendix 1). The RSTN TP identified schemes to develop
this network up to the end of 2015.

2.3

The selection criteria for scheme selection was based on the Government’s five
key criteria of environment, safety, economy, accessibility and integration. It
builds on the extensive work undertaken for the RSTN Transport Plan and aims
to address bottlenecks on the Strategic Network, giving priority to the KTC’s,
next the link corridors and then the trunk roads.

2.4

A list of the proposed schemes which are now the subject to consultation are
given in Appendix 2. A map showing the locations of the proposed schemes is
also given in Appendix 3. The line shown on the map should not be taken to
represent the line of the proposed new road. The line is only indicative at this
stage and will be developed further at scheme development stage, where the
scheme will be subject to a detailed Environmental Impact Assessment and
environmental mitigation measures if necessary.

2.5

The consultation period for both the Expanded SRI Programme and DRAFT
Environmental Report begin on the 31st July 2006 and responses should be
returned by Friday 29th September 2006.
Responses should be addressed to;

Network Development Branch
Roads Service Headquarters
Clarence Court
10-18 Adelaide Street
Belfast
BT2 8GB

Copies of the Consultation Document and the ‘Screening Analysis Form’ are also
available on the Roads Service and DRD Websites or by writing to the address
above.
www.drdni.gov.uk www.roadsni.gov.uk
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Should you require this document in an accessible format such as Braille, audio-t
ape, large print, minority ethnic language etc please contact the above address.

3.

Links to Other Relevant Policies, Plans and
Programmes

3.1

A full list of relevant policies, plans, programmes and environmental objectives
can be found in Table 5.1, however key considerations, in the context of the
expanded SRI Programme are identified as:
•
•
•
•

SEA guidance for Transport Plans and Programmes published by
Department for Transport (DfT) (December 2004);
The Regional Development Strategy (RDS);
The Regional Strategic Transport Network Transport Plan (RSTN TP)
the current expectation that the Review of the Regional Transportation
Strategy (RTS), due in 2008, will include an SEA.

The implications of each of the above are outlined in turn below.
3.2

The Department for Transport SEA guidance makes clear that many aspects of
SEA are already carried out in transport studies undertaken in accordance with
the New Approach To Appraisal (NATA).

3.3

The RDS was subject to a ‘sustainability appraisal’ during its development. The
ten-year review of the RDS is expected to be subject to an SEA.

3.4

The Regional Strategic Transport Network Transport Plan (RSTN TP) was
based on the guidance set out in the RDS and the RTS. The RSTN comprises
the complete rail network, five Key Transport Corridors, the Belfast Metropolitan
Transport Corridors and the remainder of the trunk road network. The plan
considered proposals for the maintenance, management and development of
this network up to 2015. The RSTN TP presented a number of key outcomes
against the scale of investment envisaged in the RTS. The programme of
Strategic Road Improvements presented in the RSTN TP was based on
appraisal against the five national criteria.of integration, safety, economy,
environment and accessibility and was subject to public consultation.

3.5

The Review of the RTS, programmed for 2008, is assumed to include the
preparation of an SEA. With regard to the RSTN TP, the RTS provides the key
controls and guidance. Whilst the RTS was originally prepared in line with
NATA, the use of SEA in the review will provide the opportunity to ensure that
environmental impacts are given renewed focus.
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4.

Baseline, Problems and Environmental
Objectives

4.1

The SEA Directive requires an analysis of “the relevant aspects of the
environment and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the
programme” and the “the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected”.

4.2

The schemes proposed in the expanded SRI programme are located across the
whole of Northern Ireland. A number of these schemes are likely to result in
significant environmental impacts due to their land take. As they progress
through the statutory processes they will be subject to rigorous environmental
impact assessments as appropriate. At this stage alternative alignment options
and mitigation measures, if required, would be considered.

4.3

Table 8.1 and Appendix 6 provides full details of the assessments for each of
the schemes. It has been confirmed that none of the proposed schemes impact
on designated areas of environmental interest and significant impacts are
expected to result from localised changes in traffic levels only. All
environmental issues will be investigated in more detail during scheme
appraisals.

4.4

Baseline information will be collected for each scheme during the appraisal
process including:
Air
Biodiversity
Climate
Economic factors
Landscape and Heritage
Population and Human Health
Social inclusiveness
Soil
Waste
Water
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5.

Links to Other Relevant Policies, Plans,
Programmes and Environmental Objectives

5.1

Plans, Policies and Programmes which relate to the expanded SRI programme
were outlined in section 3. In addition to these a number of Environmental
Objectives were reviewed, and where appropriate, the expanded SRI
programme has taken into account the main aims and objectives of the relevant
documents.

5.2

Table 5.1 lists the relevant policies, plans, programmes and environmental
objectives reviewed in Appendix 4.
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Table 5.1

Policies, Plans, Programmes and Environmental Objectives Analysed
and Level at Which They Will be Addressed
Objectives
Taken into
more
account
appropriately
during
preparation addressed at
different levels
of the
of decision
expanded
making
SRI
Programme

Document

1

2
3
4

5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12

13

14
15

Shaping
Our
Future:
Regional
Development Strategy for Northern
Ireland 2025
The National Spatial Strategy for Ireland
2002-2020
Regional Transportation Strategy for
Northern Ireland 2002-2012
A Planning Strategy for Rural Northern
Ireland/Draft PPS 14 Sustainable
Development in the Countryside
Planning Policy Statement 1 General
Principles
Planning Policy Statement 2 Planning
and Nature Conservation
Planning Policy Statement 3 Access,
Movement and Parking
Planning Policy Statement 6 Planning
Archaeology and the Built Heritage
Planning
Policy
Statement
13
Transportation and Land Use
Planning Policy Statement 14 (Draft)
Sustainable
Development
in
the
Countryside
Planning Policy Statement 15 (Draft)
Planning and Flood Risk.
Directive
92/43/EEC
on
The
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of
Wild Flora and Fauna (The Habitats
Directive)
Council Directive 79/409/EEC on The
Conservation of Wild Birds (The Birds
Directive)
Water Framework Directive 200/60/EC
EC
Freshwater
Fish
Directive
78/659/EEC

16 EC
Shellfish
(79/923/EEC)

Water

Directive
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Document

17 Convention on Biodiversity 1992
18 Biodiversity – The UK Action Plan
19 Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy
(2002)
20 Local Air Quality Management Policy
Guidance, Air Quality Strategy
21 Directive 96/62/EC Ambient Air Quality
Assessment and Management
22 Air Quality Strategy for England,
Scotland and Northern Ireland
23 The Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance, especially as
Waterfowl
Habitats
(Ramsar
Convention).
24 Directives 76/160/EEC & COM (2002)
581 Bathing Water Directive.
25 Directives 91/271/EEC & 98/15/EEC:
Urban Waste Water Treatment.
26 Development Plans (Area and Local)
27 Regional Strategic Transport Network
Transport Plan 2015 (RSTNTP)
28 Belfast Metropolitan Transport Plan
2015 (BMTP)
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6.
6.1

Environmental/Sustainability Problems
Environmental and sustainability problems that affect the expanded SRI
programme are summarised in Table 6.1 below.

Table 6.1 - Existing Environmental Problems
Existing Problem

Implications for the expanded SRI
Programme

Traffic congestion

To be addressed in individual scheme
appraisals to reduce congestion.

Pressures on natural/ built heritage/
environment, areas of nature
conservation importance, countryside
and coast

To be addressed in individual scheme
appraisals. To avoid impacts on
designated areas.

Local air quality problems attributed
to traffic and designated in a Local Air
Quality Management Area

To be addressed in individual scheme
appraisals.

Quality of Water, Pollution to water
courses/water tables

To be addressed in individual scheme
appraisals to avoid contamination of
water sources and contribute to the
requirements of the EU Water
Framework Directive.

Safety and Accessibility

To be addressed in individual scheme
appraisals to improve safety and
accessibility.

Noise

To be addressed in individual scheme
appraisals to mitigate noise impacts.

Biodiversity and landscape

To be addressed in individual scheme
appraisals to minimise impacts on
land take.
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7.

Reasonable Alternatives

7.1

It should be noted that the expanded SRI programme is one aspect of the
Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland (ISNI) which is multi-modal in nature.
ISNI proposes investment in rail network renewal and new buses to improve
travel times and accessibility by all modes across Northern Ireland.

7.2

The expanded SRI programme is based on the Regional Development Strategy
(RDS), the Regional Transportation Strategy (RTS) and the Regional Strategic
Transport Network Transport Plan 2015 (RSTN TP). Improved strategic road
links have the potential to provide beneficial impacts across the Government’s
five key criteria:
•
•
•
•
•

Environment – to protect the built and natural environment;
Safety – to improve safety;
Economy – to support sustainable economic activity and achieve good value
for money;
Accessibility – to improve access to facilities for those without a car and to
reduce severance; and
Integration – to ensure that all decisions are taken in the context of the
Government’s integrated transport policy.

7.3

The selection of schemes assessed each of these criteria on a long-list of
potential schemes and then in a more detailed manner when confirming the
short-list of proposed measures. Potential solutions which were assessed to
result in large detrimental impacts against one or more of the objectives were
generally rejected. In the first coarse assessment, designated areas (see
Appendix 5) were noted and were used to assess environmental impact. None
of the short-list of proposed measures is considered to impact significantly on a
designated area.

7.4

In addition it must be noted that none of the schemes will be implemented
without the completion of the appropriate statutory assessments including
environmental impact assessments and public enquiries where appropriate.
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8.

Assessment of Environmental Effects, Mitigation
and Reasonable Alternatives

8.1

An assessment of the schemes identified in the expanded SRI programme
suggests the following key conclusions regarding environmental impacts:
•
•
•
•

schemes which have direct land-take have the theoretical potential to cause
negative biodiversity, countryside and water environment impacts.
have the potential to cause climate change and air pollution due to
additional or reduced traffic effects; and
have the potential to impact on mineral resources and waste disposal unless
recycling is adopted.
schemes have the potential to increase road use which would not
encourage energy efficient transport modes

8.2

Table 8.1 and the supporting Appendix 6 provide full details of the
assessments. Implementation of major schemes will require detailed
assessments when alternative alignments and mitigation measures, if required,
would be considered.

8.3

It has been confirmed that these schemes do not impact directly on designated
areas of environmental interest and significant impacts are expected to result
from localised changes in traffic levels only. However all of these issues will be
investigated in more detail at the scheme development and appraisal stage.
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9.

PROPOSED MONITORING

9.1

The proposed schemes will be subject to further environmental evalution during
the scheme assessment stages and within the environmental statement. These
will also highlight environmental issues and constraints which need to be
addressed during construction.

9.2

Environmental issues will be addressed within the specific contract documents
and monitored on site by Roads Service supervisory staff.

9.2

Schemes, once completed, are subject to a Post Project Evaluation. This
assesses the benefits derived from the scheme in relation to the scheme
appraisal. The environmental impacts of each scheme shall be monitored and
assessed and reported within this document.

15

16
N3 To Athlone

A509

Monaghan

A3

To Dublin

N2

A29
Armagh

Aughnacloy

A28

A3

Cookstown

Antrim

M22

A27

N1

A2
Warrenpoint

To Dublin

A7

Downpatrick

Comber
Strangford
Lough

A21
Newtownards

Crown Copyright 2003.

A2

A24

Newcastle

Banbridge

Newry

A1

M1

Ballynahinch

Lisburn

A20

Bangor

Carrickfergus
Newtownabbey

A8

Larne

Airports

Belfast International
Airport

Ports

BELFAST

M2

A57

A36

A57

A26

A26

M2

Lurgan
Craigavon
Portadown

Lough
Neagh

A6

A1

Railway Services
Discontinued
Shaded area represents
BMA

Railways

Trunk Roads

Upper
Lough Erne
Key Transport Corridors
A509
Link Corridors

A4

A4

A5

Dungannon

A29

A29

A31

A6

Ballymena

M1

Enniskillen

A32

A5

A505

Magherafelt

Dungiven

A26

A44

M3

Reproduced by permission of the Ordinance Survey of NI on behalf of the controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office

To Sligo

Lower

Omagh

Newtownstewart

A5

Strabane

A6

A29

A26

Ballymoney

Ballycastle

s

Lough
A46 Erne

N15

Letterkenny

LONDONDERRY

A2

N13

Limavady

A37

Coleraine

Portrush

Figure 1.1 The Regional Strategic Transport Network

Cross Border
Routes
International
/European Ports

EXPANDING THE STRATEGIC ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2015

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

Appendix 1

EXPANDING THE STRATEGIC ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2015

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

Appendix 2
Description of schemes proposed in the Expanded SRI programme 2015 subject to
consulation:
Scheme

Cost
£m

Description

Eastern Seaboard Corridor
Improvement to link the A8 Larne to the M2
M2 / A8(M)
motorway without being delayed at the
Sandyknowes Junction
Sandyknowes roundabout.
Provide grade separated junction at the last
Westlink / York St
remaining part of Westlink which has a traffic
flyover
signalled junction.
2 west facing on/off slips at the M1 Blacks Road
M1 Slip Roads at
junction, to relieve local roads carrying traffic to
Blacks Road
and from the M1 (west).
Approx 4km of high standard dual carriageway
M1 / A1 Sprucefield
from M1 motorway to A1 at Hillsborough,
Bypass
bypassing Sprucefield Retail Centre and
including flyover at Hillsborough roundabout.
4 additional flyover junctions and central safety
fence to upgrade the A1 between Sprucefield &
A1 Junctions
Loughbrickland to a higher standard dual with no
at-grade crossings.
Northern Corridor
6km of 2+1 single carriageway to bypass
A2 Ballykelly Bypass
Ballykelly.
7km of standard dual carriageway between
A26 - Ballymoney to
Ballymoney (Portrush Road roundabout) and
Coleraine
Coleraine (Windyhall)
A26 Nutt's Corner to
Provision of 2+1 carriageway widening
M1 Moira
schemes.
Western Corridor
30km of new route to 2 +1 standard, including
A5 Londonderry to
bypasses of New Buildings, Maghermason,
Victoria Bridge.
Strabane and Sion Mills.
South Western Corridor
A4 Enniskillen
3.2km of 2+1 single carriageway to bypass
Southern Bypass
Enniskillen.
A4 Fivemiletown
3.4km of 2+1 single carriageway to bypass
Bypass
Fivemiletown.
Link Corridors and Trunk Roads
A3 Portadown – Richill
6.5km of standard dual carriageway.
Dualling
A32 Dromore Programme of single carriageway improvement
Irvinestown and realignment schemes including 2+1
Enniskillen
sections.
Total
17

£10m

£50m

£5m

£45m

£22m

£30m
£35m
£15m

£130m

£18m
£12m

£33m
£10m
£415m
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A4 Fivemiletown Bypass
£12.0m

A32 Dromore - Irvinestown - Enniskillen
£10.0m
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#

#
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#

#
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Location of schemes proposed in the expanded SRI programme 2015 subject to consultation:

Derry to Victoria Bridge (including bypass of
New Buildings, Maghermason, Strabane & Sion Mills)
£130.0m
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SPG-RNI 5: To continue to create and sustain an attractive and
unique rural environment in the interests of the rural community
and the Region as a whole.
Chapter 12: Caring for the Environment (pages 174-196).

Chapter 8: Rural Northern Ireland (pages 86-105)

Chapter 5: The Spatial Development Strategy for Northern
Ireland (pages 39-59)

Chapter 1-3:
Vision and Purpose
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The strategy aims to promote a greater awareness of
environmental issues and the important links between
environment, health and well-being.

The RDS provides an over-arching strategic framework, to help
achieve a strong, spatially balanced economy, a healthy
environment and an inclusive society.
At the heart of the strategy is the principle of ensuring a better
quality of life for everyone, now and for generations to come, by
seeking to meet the objectives of sustainable development
The SDS is based on urban hubs and clusters, key and link
transport corridors and the main regional Gateways of ports
and airports. The main themes are:
•
Promoting balanced and integrated regional development;
•
Encouraging sustainable patterns of development;
•
Enhancing accessibility;
•
Making best use of regional assets;
•
Reflecting regional distinctiveness; and
•
Supporting a competitive regional economy.
The overall aim of the strategy is to develop an attractive and
prosperous rural area, based on a balanced and integrated
approach to the development of town, village and countryside.
This is in order to sustain a strong and vibrant rural community
which, contributes to the overall wellbeing of the Region as a
whole. This will be achieved through strategic objectives SPGRNI 1-5, which aim to conserve and enhance the environment,
whilst improving the quality of life of the rural communities and
developing the rural economy.
RNI 5.1: Manage the use of rural resources to achieve a more
sustainable pattern of development.

The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these points.

The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these points.

The development of individual schemes within the expanded
SRI programme should strive to reflect these themes.

The development of individual schemes within the expanded
SRI programme should strive to reflect these themes.

The development of individual schemes within the expanded
SRI programme should strive to reflect these themes.

Shaping Our Future: Regional Development Strategy for Northern Ireland 2025.
Shaping Our Future is a strategy to guide the future development of the Region to 2025. The vision is to create an outward-looking, dynamic and liveable Region and to sustain a high quality of life
for all.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme

Environmental objectives and implications for plans / programmes

APPENDIX 4
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ENV 6.1: Improve air quality;
ENV 6.2: Combat and reduce water pollution; and
ENV 6.4: Promote an approach to building development and
the use of land which is supportive of the well-being and safety
of people.

SPG-ENV 6: To create healthier living environments and to
support healthy lifestyles.
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ENV 5.1: Consider the implications of climate change;
ENV 5.2: Make prudent use of non-renewable resources; and
ENV 5.3: Help to restrain emissions of greenhouse gases.

SPG-ENV 5: To respond to the implications of climate change
and promote more prudent and efficient use of energy and
resources, and effective waste management.

SPG-ENV 3: To conserve the built environment.

ENV 1.1: Sustain and enhance bio-diversity;
ENV 1.2: Protect and manage areas designated for their
scientific interests;
ENV 1.3: Protect, manage and enhance the resources of
woodland and hedgerows as features of environmental and
historic; and
ENV 1.4; Protect, enhance and encourage appreciation of the
Region’s landscapes.
ENV 3.5: Promote the retention of vernacular buildings and
industrial heritage features in urban and rural areas.

SPG-ENV 1: To conserve the natural environment.

The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these points

The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider the retention of
vernacular buildings and industrial heritage features.
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these points

The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should reflect these key
elements.

Shaping Our Future: Regional Development Strategy for Northern Ireland 2025.
Shaping Our Future is a strategy to guide the future development of the Region to 2025. The vision is to create an outward-looking, dynamic and liveable Region and to sustain a high quality of life
for all.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
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The National Spatial Strategy for Ireland 2002-2020, People, Places and Potential (NSS)
The National Spatial Strategy for Ireland is a twenty year planning framework designed to deliver more balanced social, economic and physical development between regions.
Document Title and Reference Points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
Section 1 (pages 9-12)
The NSS is a twenty year planning framework designed to The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
achieve a better balance of social, economic, physical the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.
development and population growth between regions. Its focus
is on people, on places and on building communities. Through
closer matching of where people live with where they work,
different parts of Ireland will for the future be able to sustain:
•
A better quality of life for people;
•
A strong, competitive economic position; and an
environment of the highest quality.
Section 3 (page 51)
…urban and rural areas are intrinsically interdependent due to The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
Spatial Policies for Rural Areas
complex flows of people and services and the growing the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.
international trend of cities and towns in or near more rural
parts of a country playing important roles in the development of
rural areas. The NSS sets out in broad terms how rural areas
will support and drive the attainment of more balanced regional
development through:
•
Defining important policy areas; and
•
Identifying different types of rural areas and the need for
differing responses appropriate to local circumstances.
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Planning Policy Statement 2: Planning and Nature Conservation
Planning Policy Statements set out policies on particular aspects of land-use planning and apply to the whole of Northern Ireland.
Document Title and Reference Points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
PPS 2 sets out the statutory framework that helps to protect
designated areas, including those of international importance
and advises on the treatment of nature conservation issues in
development plans and development control.

Planning Policy Statement 1: General Principles
Planning Policy Statements set out policies on particular aspects of land-use planning and apply to the whole of the Region.
Document Title and Reference Points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Sets out the general principles that the Department of the
Environment (DoE) observes in carrying out its functions.

Regional Transportation Strategy for Northern Ireland 2002-2012.
Document Title and Reference Points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Chapter 5 – Content of the Strategy
The Strategy provides a range of transportation initiatives
across Northern Ireland. The principle initiatives include:
•
Upgrade of existing rail network and services;
•
Provision of new, modern trains and increased rail
capacity;
•
Provision of new, modern accessible buses;
•
Local improvements in towns across Northern Ireland to
assist pedestrians and cyclists and to provide new bus
services throughout the day;
•
Introduction of innovative demand responsive transport
services in rural areas;
•
Elimination of 75% of the road maintenance backlog;
•
Local highway infrastructure measure to improve safety,
such as accident remedial schemes and traffic calming
schemes; and
•
Strategic highway improvements.
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Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The assessment of individual schemes within the expanded
SRI programme should consider these issues.
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PPS 14 (Draft): Sustainable Development in the Countryside
Planning Policy Statements set out policies on particular aspects of land-use planning and apply to the whole of Northern Ireland.
Document title and reference points
PPS 14 (Draft) sets out planning policies for development in the
countryside and embodies the Government’s commitment to
sustainable development.

PPS 13: Transportation and Land Use
Planning Policy Statements set out policies on particular aspects of land-use planning and apply to the whole of Northern Ireland.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
PPS 13 will guide the integration of transportation and land
use.

PPS 6: Planning Archaeology and the Built Heritage
Planning Policy Statements set out policies on particular aspects of land-use planning and apply to the whole of Northern Ireland.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
PPS 6 sets out planning policies for the protection and
conservation of archaeological remains and features of the
built heritage and advises on the treatment of these issues in
development plans and in terms of individual development
proposals which, may impact upon such features.

Planning Policy Statement 3: Development Control: Access, Movement and Parking.
Planning Policy Statements set out policies on particular aspects of land-use planning and apply to the whole of Northern Ireland.
Document Title and Reference Points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Purpose
•
Sets out planning policies for vehicular and pedestrian
access, the protection of transport routes, transport
assessment and parking.
•
It forms an important element in the integration of
transport and land use planning and embodies the
Programme for Government commitments to the provision
of a modern, safe, sustainable transport system, the
improvement of mobility for those who are socially
excluded or whose mobility is impaired, the promotion of
healthier living and improved road safety.
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Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.
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Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.
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Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora.
Main aim of the Directive is to promote the maintenance of biodiversity, taking account of economic, social, cultural and regional requirements. The Directive makes a contribution to the general
objective of sustainable development.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
Article 2
Objectives
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
•
Aim of this Directive shall be to contribute towards the expanded SRI programme should consider the provisions
ensuring bio-diversity through the conservation of natural in this document particularly in terms of the potential adverse
habitats and of wild fauna and flora in the European impact of specific projects in areas sensitive to development.
territory of the Member States to which the Treaty applies.
•
Measures taken pursuant to this Directive shall be
designated to maintain or restore at favourable
conservation status, natural habitats and species of wild
fauna and flora of Community interest.
•
Measures taken pursuant to this Directive shall take
account of economic, social and cultural requirements and
regional and local characteristics.
Article 3
The directive requires member states to designate special The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
areas of conservation to form part of the Natura 2000 network the expanded SRI programme should consider the existing
of sites, in accordance to detailed guidelines provided in conservation areas in the region and cross-reference to other
relevant plans/policies where appropriate and relevant to
annexes to the directive.
designated sites.

Development Plans.
Development Plans set out the policy framework and land-use proposals that will be used to guide development decisions within the respective defined area.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
Suite of extant and draft Area/Development Plans covering the Generally, the plans aim to provide a planning framework which The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
region.
facilitates sustainable growth and high quality development the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.
throughout the region.

Planning Policy Statement 15 (Public Consultation Draft ): Planning and Flood Risk.
Planning Policy Statements set out policies on particular aspects of land-use planning and apply to the whole of Northern Ireland.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
This policy document sets out planning policies to reduce flood
risk to people, property and the environment. It embodies the
Government’s commitment to sustainable development and the
conservation of biodiversity. It adopts a precautionary approach
to decision-making, taking into account of climate change and
promoting an approach to development supportive to the
wellbeing and safety of people.
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Member states shall endeavour where they consider it
necessary, in their land use planning and development policies
to encourage the management of features of the landscape
which are of major importance for wild fauna and flora.

Article 10

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues
where applicable.

quality reviews and assessments, air quality planning, transport

The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider the existing
conservation areas in the region and cross-reference to other
relevant plans/policies where appropriate and relevant to
designated sites.
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Directive 2000/60EC: Water Framework Directive
Directive aims to establish a framework for the protection of inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
Paragraph 28
Surface waters and groundwaters are in particular renewable The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
natural resources and the task of ensuring good status of the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.
groundwater requires early action and stable long term
planning of protective matters.
Article 1
Directive aims to establish a framework which:
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
•
Prevents further deterioration and protects and enhances the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.
the status of aquatic ecosystems and wetlands directly
depending on the aquatic ecosystems;
•
Promotes sustainable water use based on a long-term
protection of available water resources;
•
Aims at enhanced protection and improvement of the
aquatic environment, inter alia, through specific measures
for the progressive reduction of discharges, emissions and
losses of the priority hazardous substances;
•
Ensures the progressive reduction of pollution of
groundwater and prevents its further pollution and
•
Contributes to mitigating the effects of flood and droughts.

Local Air Quality Management Policy Guidance.
The guidance represents major aspects of policy in regards to ambient air quality management. It includes policy guidelines on air
planning and land use planning.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Purpose
The guidance sets out the legislative framework for the system
(Paragraph 1.06)
of local air quality management (LAQM). The system is an
integral part of delivering the Air Quality Objectives set out in
the Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

For special areas of conservation, member states shall
establish the necessary conservation measures involving,
appropriate management plans specifically designated for the
sites or integrated into other development plans.

Article 6
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Objectives, requirements and guidance
The objectives of this Convention are:
•
the conservation of biological diversity; and
•
the sustainable use of its components
Each member should:
•
Establish a system of protected areas or areas where
special measures need to be taken to conserve biological
diversity.
•
Develop guidelines, where necessary, for the selection,
establishment and management of protected areas or
areas were special measures need to be taken to
conserve biological diversity.
•
Regulate or manage biological resources important for the
conservation of biological diversity whether within or
outside protected areas.
•
Promote environmentally sound and sustainable
development in areas adjacent to protected areas.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues in
relation to the conservation and use of biological diversity.
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues
where applicable.
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Biodiversity – The UK Action Plan
The overall aim of the UK Action Plan is to conserve and enhance biological diversity within the UK and to contribute to the conservation of global biodiversity through all appropriate mechanisms.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
Underlying Principles (page 15)
•
Where biological resources are used, such use should be The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues
sustainable;
•
Wise use should be ensured for non-renewable resources; where applicable.
•
The Convention of biodiversity requires the care and
involvement of individuals and communities as well as
Government processes;
•
Conservation of biodiversity should be an integral part of
Government programmes, policy and action;
•
Government practise and policy should be based upon a
sound knowledge base;
•
The precautionary approach should guide decisions.
Objectives for Conserving Biodiversity (page 15).
To conserve and where practicable enhance:
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
•
The overall populations and natural range of native the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues.
species and the quality and range of wildlife habitats and
ecosystems;
•
Internationally important and threatened species, habitats
and ecosystems;

Article 8

Convention on Biodiversity 1992
Document title and reference points
Article 1
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Species, habitats and natural and managed ecosystems
that are characteristic of local areas; and
The biodiversity of natural and semi-natural habitats
where this has been diminished over recent past decades.
To increase public awareness of, and involvement in,
conserving biodiversity.
To contribute to the conservation of biodiversity on a
European and global scale.
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The preservation, maintenance and re-establishment of
biotopes and habitats shall include primarily the following
measures:
•
Creation of protected areas;
•
Upkeep and management in accordance with the
ecological needs of habitats inside and outside the
protected zones;
•
Re-establishment of destroyed biotopes;
•
Creation of biotopes.

Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds (the Birds Directive) .
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Article 3
The Birds Directive identified 181 endangered species and subspecies for which the member states are required to designate
Special Protection Areas (SPA’s).

The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should be aware of any existing
SPA’s in the Region and cross-reference to other relevant
plans/policies where appropriate. PPS2 Planning and Nature
Conservation states the Department’s planning policy for
nature conservation for the whole Region.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider the provisions
in this document, particularly in terms of the potential adverse
impact of specific projects in areas sensitive to development.

Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy (Adopted by the N.I. Executive 2002)
The purpose of the Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy is to meet the commitment to publish a Biodiversity Strategy and to set out how the Executive plans to protect and enhance biodiversity in
Northern Ireland up to 2016.
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Responsibilities (page 12)
Ensure all public bodies conserve and enhance biodiversity on The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
their land and through their activities
the expanded SRI programme should consider these issues in
relation to the conservation and use of biological diversity.

•

•

•

•
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Directives 76/160/EEC & COM (2002) 581 Bathing Water Directive.
The Directive aims to deliver improved health standards, more efficient management including the active involvement of the public.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
The 1976 Directive requires monitoring and testing of bathing
waters to protect bathers from health risks and to preserve the
environment from pollution risks and to preserve the
environment from pollution.
Bathing Water Quality will also be improved through the
implementation
of
the
Water
Framework
Directive
(2000/60/EEC) which requires that at least ‘good’ standards be
achieved for all waters.

The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
these matters.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
these matters.

The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, especially as Waterfowl Habitats (Ramsar Convention).
The objectives are to stem the progressive encroachment on and loss of wetlands, both now and in the future and to encourage the wise use of wetalnds.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
Each country which becomes a Contracting Party to the Governments which join the Convention undertake to respect The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
Convention is required to designate wetlands in accordance four main obligations:
the expanded SRI programme should consider the provisions
with criteria agreed by these parties for inclusion in a list of •
To designate at least one wetland for inclusion in the list of in this document, particularly in terms of the potential adverse
‘Wetlands of International Importance’.
impact of specific projects in areas sensitive to development.
Wetlands of International Importance;
•
To promote the wise use of wetlands in their territory;
•
To consult with each other about implementing obligations
arising from the Convention especially, but not exclusively,
in the case of a shared wetland or water system;
•
To create wetland reserves.
•
Member states are required to designate Special
Protection
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The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
these matters.

Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
these matters.
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Air Quality for England, Scotland and Northern Ireland.
The primary objective of the Strategy is to ensure that everyone can enjoy a level of ambeint air quality in public places with no risk to health and quality of life.
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
The strategy sets health based standards for specified The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
pollutants and objectives for achieving them throughout the UK the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
these matters.
between 2003 and 2008.

Directives 96/62/EEC Ambient Air Quality Assessment and Management.
The Directive establishes the basic principles of a common strategy to define and set objectives for air quality.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Directive defines the basic principles which make it possible to:
•
Establish quality objectives for ambient air (outdoor air in
the troposphere);
•
Draw up common methods and criteria for assessing air
quality; and
•
Obtain and disseminate information on air quality.
Requires monitoring of ambient air quality. If limit values are
exceeded a programme must be devised for attaining them
within a set deadline which must be made available to the
public. Member states are required to draw up a list of the
areas and conurbations where pollution levels exceed the
limits.

Directives 91/271/EEC & 98/15/EEC: Urban Waste Water Treatment.
The Directive aims to protect the environment from the adverse effects of urban waste water discharges and discharges from certain industrial sectors.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The Directive sets out uniform emission standards/percentage The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
reductions in pollutant concentrations for discharges to sewage the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
treatment works serving a population equivalent of 2,000 or these matters.
more.
The Directive requires the identification of sensitive bodies of The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
water. These shall be reviewed at least every 4 years.
these matters.
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Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
these matters.
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EC Shellfish Water Directive (79/923/EEC).
The Directive seeks to protect or improve shellfish waters in order to support shellfish life and growth and thus to contribute to the high quality of shellfish products directly edible by man.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
Implications for the Expanded SRI Programme
The Directive is designed to protect the aquatic habitat of The environmental assessment of individual schemes within
bivalve and gastropod molluscan species of shellfish. The the expanded SRI programme should consider supporting
Directive sets physical, chemical and microbiological water these matters.
quality requirements that designated shellfish waters must
either comply with or endeavour to meet.

EC Freshwater Fish Directive (78/659/EEC).
The Directive is concerned with protection and improvement of fresh waters in order to support fish life.
Document title and reference points
Objectives, requirements and guidance
The Directive requires member states to designate appropriate
rivers and lakes into two categories of water: those suitable for
salmonids and those suitable for cyprinids. The Directive sets
out 14 physical and chemical parameters for which ‘imperative’
and/or the more rigorous ‘guideline’ standards are given for the
two categories of designation.
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DRAFT SUB-REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLAN
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

Appendix 5
Designated Areas Used to Assess Environmental Impact of Expanded SRI
Programme 2015
AONB
ASSI
MNR
NNR
RAMSAR (RSAR)
SAC
SPA

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Area of Special Scientific Interest
Marine Nature Reserve
National Nature Reserve
Wetlands of International Importance
Special Areas of Conservation
Special Protection Area
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THEME

O
X

��
O
X
X
X
O

0

Countryside

Climate Change & Air
Pollution

Management of the
Water Environment

Mineral Resources
(Mineral Conservation)

Waste Disposal

Energy Efficient
Transport Modes

Built and
Archaeological
Heritage

Urban Environmental
Quality

EFFECTS

Biodiversity

APPRAISAL CRITERIA
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The proposed scheme will facilitate the movement of
traffic between the M2 and A8 and will reduce
congestion on the highway network around
Sandyknowes junction.

The proposed scheme does not impact on designated
sites of national and international importance.

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
The proposed scheme will require land but it is likely to
have no significant impact on biodiversity.
The proposed scheme will require land but it is likely to
have a slightly negative impact on the countryside.
The proposed scheme will relieve congestion at the
Sandyknowes roundabout promoting free flowing traffic
that causes less pollution.
The proposed scheme will increase the amount of
impermeable surfaces but this is likely to have little
impact on the water environment.
The construction of the proposed scheme will increase
the use of mineral reserves although the use of
recycled material may be possible.
The construction of the proposed scheme will result in
waste material although some recycling may be
possible
Proposed new highway schemes will not promote
efficient transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.

COMMENTS

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.
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Eastern Seaboard Corridor – M2 / A8(M) Sandyknowes Junction
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ENVIRONMENT
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THEME

��

Education

Crime

Housing Conditions

Public Health
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
The proposed scheme is in the BMTP which is the
integrated transport plan for the greater Belfast area to
2015.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide employment opportunities. The proposed
scheme will improve the M2 / A8 link and will provide
more reliable journey times for business and freight
movement along this route.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
Scheme appraisal process will analyse the
increase/decrease in road travel and will assess the
impact on road casualties.

Negative (�)

��

Unemployment/
Poverty

Key to Effects: Positive (�)

��

EFFECTS

Current Needs

APPRAISAL CRITERIA

COMMENTS

Relationship uncertain (?)
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Countryside

Climate Change & Air
Pollution

Management of the
Water Environment
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(Mineral Conservation)

Waste Disposal

Energy Efficient
Transport Modes

Built and
Archaeological
Heritage

Urban Environmental
Quality

EFFECTS

Biodiversity

APPRAISAL CRITERIA
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Proposed works do not impact on designated sites of
national and international importance.
Proposed works will improve the access arrangements
to the Strategic Highway Network and reduce
congestion and may be associated with local urban
regeneration.

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
In general, proposed works are within an urban
environment and will have no impact on biodiversity.
Proposed works are within an urban environment and
will have no impact on the countryside.
Proposed works will relieve congestion in an urban
area. This is expected to result in improved air quality
in this vicinity. Air quality will be the subject of
assessment as part of the detailed scheme appraisal
process. It should be noted that the additional capacity
provided by proposals may also lead to induced traffic
which may erode benefits to climate change.
In general, proposed road scheme is within an urban
environment and does not include a significant
increase in impermeable surfaces and will have no
noticible impact on the water environment.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will increase the use of mineral reserves.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will result in waste material.
Proposed works will not formally promote efficient
transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.

COMMENTS

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.
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Eastern Seaboard Corridor – Westlink / York Street Flyover

ENVIRONMENT
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THEME

��

Education

Crime

Housing Conditions

Public Health
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Proposed new highway schemes will provide for the
needs of the current generation.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The
proposals would contribute to the removal of
bottlenecks within settlements and would therefore
permit more reliable journey times for business and
freight movement.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
Proposed works will remove a congested signalised
arrangement connecting three strategic routes and
replace this with a grade separated solution. This
should have a positive impact on road casualties.
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Key to Effects: Positive (�)
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Eastern Seaboard Corridor – Westlink / York Street Flyover
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Proposed new highway schemes will provide for the
needs of the current generation.

Proposed works do not impact on designated sites of
national and international importance.
Proposed works will improve the access arrangements
to the Strategic Highway Network and may reduce
overall travel distances and congestion on some parts
of the local network.

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
In general, proposed traffic management schemes
have insignificant land-take and will have no impact on
biodiversity.
In general, proposed traffic management schemes
have insignificant land-take and will have no impact on
the countryside.
Air quality issues will be the subject of detailed
assessment within the scheme appraisal process.
In general, proposed traffic management schemes do
not include a significant increase in impermeable
surfaces and will have no impact on the water
environment.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will increase the use of mineral reserves.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will result in waste material.
Proposed works will not formally promote efficient
transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.

COMMENTS

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.

EXPANDING THE STRATEGIC ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2015

Eastern Seaboard Corridor – M1 Slip Roads at Blacks Road
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The
proposals would contribute to the removal of
bottlenecks within settlements and would therefore
permit more reliable journey times for business and
freight movement.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
Scheme appraisal process will analyse the
increase/decrease in road travel and will assess the
impact on road casualties.
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The proposed scheme will facilitate the movement of
traffic between the M1 and A1 and will reduce
congestion on the highway network around
Sprucefield.

The proposed scheme does not impact on designated
sites of national and international importance.

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
The proposed scheme will require land but it is likely to
have no significant impact on biodiversity.
The proposed scheme will require land but it is likely to
have a slightly negative impact on the countryside.
The proposed scheme removes congestion from the
existing roundabouts at Sprucefield promoting free
flowing traffic that causes less pollution.
The proposed scheme will increase the amount of
impermeable surfaces but this is likely to have little
impact on the water environment.
The construction of the proposed scheme will increase
the use of mineral reserves although the use of
recycled material may be possible.
The construction of the proposed scheme will result in
waste material although some recycling may be
possible
Proposed works will not formally promote efficient
transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.

COMMENTS

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.
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Eastern Seaboard Corridor – M1 / A1 Sprucefield Bypass
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
The proposed scheme is in the BMTP which is the
integrated transport plan for the greater Belfast area to
2015.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide employment opportunities. The proposed
scheme will improve the M1 / A1 link and will provide
more reliable journey times for business and freight
movement along this route.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
Scheme appraisal process will analyse the
increase/decrease in road travel and will assess the
impact on road casualties.
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Eastern Seaboard Corridor – M1 / A1 Sprucefield Bypass

QUALITY OF LIFE

THEME

0
X
X
X
X

Climate Change & Air
Pollution

Management of the
Water Environment

Mineral Resources
(Mineral Conservation)

Waste Disposal

Energy Efficient
Transport Modes

��
��
-

Current Needs

Unemployment/
Poverty

Education

0

X

X

Countryside

Built and
Archaeological
Heritage
Urban Environmental
Quality

X

EFFECTS

Biodiversity

APPRAISAL CRITERIA

43

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
The junctions will be 'compact' grade separated hence
land-take will be minimised and have little impact on
biodiversity.
Compact' grade separated junctions will minimise landtake and have little impact on the countryside.
Insignificant change in air quality levels adjacent to
schemes.
Local diversion of small drainage ditches likely.
Minimal increase in surface runoff will have no impact
on the water environment.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will increase the use of mineral reserves.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will result in waste material.
Proposed new highway schemes will not promote
efficient transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.
The schemes avoids designated sites of national and
international importance but have the potential to affect
local built and archaeological heritage interests.
The schemes are in rural areas and hence no impact
on Urban Environment.
Proposed new highway schemes will provide for the
needs of the current generation.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The
proposals would contribute to more reliable journey
times for business and freight movement.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.

COMMENTS

EXPANDING THE STRATEGIC ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2015

Eastern Seaboard Corridor – A1 Junctions
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Neutral relationship (o)

Relationship uncertain (?)

COMMENTS

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
The upgrading of the junctions to grade separated
standard should reduce potential for vehicle collisions
and hence improve safety.
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Key to Effects: Positive (�)
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SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Significant loss of green field land to bypass: inclusion
of effective mitigation measures would reduce
detrimental effects on biodiversity: moderate negative
impact
Significant loss of green field land to bypass:
detrimental impact on farm/agriculture businesses:
large negative impact
Benefit from removal of traffic through the village:
accrued benefits partially cancelled by possible
induced traffic on bypass: moderate positive benefit
Inclusion of effective mitigation would reduce pollution
and flood risk: risk of damage to water environment is
likely to be negligible: slight negative impact
Construction of bypass would increase use of mineral
reserves: slight negative benefit
Construction of bypass would result in waste material:
slight negative benefit
Bypass would not encourage use of more efficient
transport modes: provision of additional road space
would encourage induced traffic: moderate negative
impact
Route of bypass would avoid known archaeology:
construction of bypass could result in damage to
previously unrecorded sites: slight negative impact
Reduced severance in the village resulting in improved
pedestrian and cycle access: improved safety and
environment in bypassed villages: large positive
benefit

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.

COMMENTS

EXPANDING THE STRATEGIC ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2015

Northern Corridor – A2 Ballykelly Bypass
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Bypass would have no impact on crime.
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Neutral relationship (o)

Relationship uncertain (?)

COMMENTS

No relationship (-)

Bypass would have no impact on housing conditions.
Removal of traffic from bypassed village would result in
safer community environment reducing accident risk:
large positive benefit

Bypass would have no impact on education.

��

Unemployment/
Poverty

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Bypass would improve strategic access to City of Derry
Airport, to Londonderry and Donegal: would provide for
the needs of the current generation: large positive
benefit
Bypass would improve strategic access to Campsey
industrial zone to Londonderry and Donegal, widening
employment catchments: large positive benefit
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Northern Corridor – A2 Ballykelly Bypass
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Improved road would have no impact on urban
environmental quality: neutral benefit/impact

Construction of improved road could result in damage
to previously unrecorded sites: slight negative impact

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Sizeable area of land required to improve road:
inclusion of effective mitigation measures would
reduce detrimental effects on biodiversity: slight
negative impact
Sizeable area of land required to improve road:
detrimental impact on farm/agriculture businesses:
moderate negative impact
Potential for increased air pollution accruing from
induced traffic on improved road: slight negative
impact
Inclusion of effective mitigation would reduce pollution
and flood risk: risk of damage to water environment is
likely to be negligible: slight negative impact
Construction of improved road would increase use of
mineral reserves: slight negative impact
Construction of improved road would result in waste
material: slight negative impact
Improved road would not encourage use of more
efficient transport modes: provision of additional road
space would encourage induced traffic: moderate
negative impact

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.

COMMENTS
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Northern Corridor – A26 Ballymoney to Coleraine
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

Improved road would have no impact on crime.
Improved road would have no impact on housing
conditions.
Improved road would reduce accident risk: moderate
positive benefit

Improved road would have no impact on education.

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Would improve strategic access to Coleraine, the north
coast and the north west: would provide for the needs
of the current generation: large positive benefit
Would improve strategic access to Coleraine, the north
coast and north west improving access to a wider
employment catchment: large positive benefit
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Northern Corridor – A26 Ballymoney to Coleraine
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Improved road would have no impact on urban
environmental quality: neutral benefit/impact
Would improve strategic access on the Lisburn/Antrim
corridor: would provide for the needs of the current
generation: large positive benefit

Construction of improved road could result in damage
to previously unrecorded sites: slight negative impact

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Sizeable area of land required to improve road:
inclusion of effective mitigation measures would
reduce detrimental effects on biodiversity: slight
negative impact
Sizeable area of land required to improve road:
detrimental impact on farm/agricultural businesses:
slight negative impact
Potential for increased air pollution accruing from
induced traffic on improved road: slight negative
benefit
Inclusion of effective mitigation would reduce pollution
and flood risk: risk of damage to water environment is
likely to be negligible: slight negative impact
Construction of improved road would increase use of
mineral reserves: slight negative impact
Construction of improved road would result in waste
material: slight negative benefit
Improved road would not encourage use of more
efficient transport modes: provision of additional road
space would encourage induced traffic: moderate
negative impact

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.

COMMENTS
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Northern Corridor – A26 Nutt’s Corner to M1 Moira
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Neutral relationship (o)

Relationship uncertain (?)

COMMENTS

No relationship (-)

Improved road would have no impact on crime.
Improved road would have no impact on housing
conditions.
Improved road would reduce accident risk: moderate
positive benefit

Improved road would have no impact on education.

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Would improve strategic access on the Lisburn/Antrim
corridor, improving access to a wider employment
catchment: large positive benefit
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SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
This proposal will involve the construction of a new
road, which will require significant landtake and will
have an impact on biodiversity. Near 4 ASSI's
McKean's Moss 1&2, Strabane Glen and River Foyle
system and tributaries. River Foyle system and
tributaries also SAC
This proposal will involve the construction of a new
road, which will require significant landtake and will
have an impact on the countryside. Near 4 ASSI's
McKean's Moss 1&2, Strabane Glen and River Foyle &
systems. River Foyle & System also SAC
Proposed traffic highway schemes, which relieve
congestion in urban areas, would result in significantly
changed air quality level adjacent to schemes and on
any routes relieved. Additional capacity provided by
proposals may also lead to induced traffic which would
erode benefits of climate change.
Proposed highway schemes will result in significant
increase in impermeable surfaces and will have an
impact on the water environment.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will increase the use of mineral reserves.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will result in waste material.
Proposed new highway schemes will not promote
efficient transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.

COMMENTS

EXPANDING THE STRATEGIC ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2015

Western Corridor – A5 Londonderry to Victoria Bridge
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Proposed RSTN TP major urban highway schemes
avoid designated sites of national and international
importance but have the potential to affect local built
and archaeological heritage interests. Sion Mills Bypass may have positive effects depending on the line
chosen.
Proposed new highway schemes, which remove
strategic traffic from the urban areas, may provide the
opportunity to introduce environmental improvements.
New urban highway links may have a detrimental
impact on the quality of the urban environment.
Proposed new highway schemes will provide for the
needs of the current generation.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The
proposals would contribute to the removal of
bottlenecks within settlements and would therefore
permit more reliable journey times for business and
freight
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
Bypasses of settlements would result in through traffic
diverting onto more strategic routes thus reducing
potential for pedestrian casualties and vehicular
accidents within the settlement.
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Western Corridor – A5 Londonderry to Victoria Bridge
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SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
This proposal will involve the construction of a new
road, which will require significant landtake and will
have an impact on biodiversity. Near ASSI Upper
Lough Erne & Mill Lough. Also inside AONB.
This proposal will involve the construction of a new
road, which will require significant landtake and will
have an impact on the countryside. Near ASSI Upper
Lough Erne & Mill Lough. Also inside AONB.
Proposed traffic highway schemes, which relieve
congestion in urban areas, would result in significantly
changed air quality level adjacent to schemes and on
any routes relieved. Additional capacity provided by
proposals may also lead to induced traffic which would
erode benefits of climate change.
Proposed highway schemes will result in significant
increase in impermeable surfaces and will have an
impact on the water environment.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will increase the use of mineral reserves.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will result in waste material.
Proposed new highway schemes will not promote
efficient transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.
Proposed RSTN TP major urban highway schemes
avoid designated sites of national and international
importance but have the potential to affect local built
and archaeological heritage interests. May have
positive effects depending on the line chosen.

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.
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South Western Corridor – A4 Enniskillen Southern Bypass
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Proposed new highway schemes, which remove
strategic traffic from the urban areas, may provide the
opportunity to introduce environmental improvements.
New urban highway links may have a detrimental
impact on the quality of the urban environment.
Proposed new highway schemes will provide for the
needs of the current generation.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The
proposals would contribute to the removal of
bottlenecks within settlements and would therefore
permit more reliable journey times for business and
freight
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
Bypasses of settlements would result in through traffic
diverting onto more strategic routes thus reducing
potential for pedestrian casualties and vehicular
accidents within the settlement.
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South Western Corridor – A4 Enniskillen Southern Bypass
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SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
This proposal will involve the construction of a new
road, which will require significant landtake and will
have an impact on biodiversity.
This proposal will involve the construction of a new
road, which will require significant landtake and will
have an impact on the countryside.
Proposed traffic highway schemes, which relieve
congestion in urban areas, would result in significantly
changed air quality level adjacent to schemes and on
any routes relieved. Additional capacity provided by
proposals may also lead to induced traffic which would
erode benefits of climate change.
Proposed highway schemes will result in significant
increase in impermeable surfaces and will have an
impact on the water environment.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will increase the use of mineral reserves.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will result in waste material.
Proposed new highway schemes will not promote
efficient transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.
Proposed RSTN TP major urban highway schemes
avoid designated sites of national and international
importance but have the potential to affect local built
and archaeological heritage interests.
Proposed new highway schemes, which remove
strategic traffic from the urban areas, may provide the
opportunity to introduce environmental improvements.
New urban highway links may have a detrimental
impact on the quality of the urban environment.

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.
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South Western Corridor – A4 Fivemiletown Bypass
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Proposed new highway schemes will provide for the
needs of the current generation.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The
proposals would contribute to the removal of
bottlenecks within settlements and would therefore
permit more reliable journey times for business and
freight
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
Bypasses of settlements would result in through traffic
diverting onto more strategic routes thus reducing
potential for pedestrian casualties and vehicular
accidents within the settlement.
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South Western Corridor – A4 Fivemiletown Bypass
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SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Ribbon shaped land-take will impact on habitats of
local value and possibly some protected species.
Considerable visual intrusion across
drumlin/agricultural countryside.
Scheme likely to have insignificant impact on air quality
levels.
Local diversion of small drainage ditches will be
required. There will be an increase in surface runoff as
a result of additional paved areas.
The construction of proposed new highway scheme
will increase the use of mineral reserves.
The construction of proposed new highway scheme
will result in waste material.
Proposed new highway scheme will not promote
efficient transport modes and has the potential for
encouraging further car use.
The scheme avoids designated sites of national and
international importance but has the potential to affect
local built and archaeological heritage interests.
The scheme is in a rural area and hence minimal
impact on the Urban Environment. There may be some
benefit in reducing congestion on the outer fringe of
Portadown.
Proposed new highway scheme will provide for the
needs of the current generation.
The construction of proposed new highway scheme
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The
proposals would contribute to more reliable journey
times for business and freight movement.
Proposed new highway scheme will have no impact on
education

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.
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Neutral relationship (o)

Relationship uncertain (?)

COMMENTS

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Proposed new highway scheme will have no impact on
crime.
Proposed new highway scheme will have no impact on
housing conditions.
The upgrading of the A3 to Dual Carriageway standard
should reduce potential for vehicle collisions and
hence improve safety.
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SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
This proposal will involve realignment and upgrading
the existing road which will require significant landtake
and will have an impact on biodiversity.
This proposal will involve realignment and upgrading
the existing road which will require significant landtake
and will have an impact on the countryside.
Proposed traffic highway schemes, which relieve
congestion in urban areas, would result in significantly
changed air quality level adjacent to schemes and on
any routes relieved.Additional capacity provided by
proposals may also lead to induced trafic which would
erode benefits of climate change.
Proposed highway schemes will result in significant
increase in impermeable surfaces and will have an
impact on the water environment.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will increase the use of mineral reserves.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will result in waste material.
Proposed new highway schemes will not promote
efficient transport modes and have the potential for
encouraging further car use.
Proposed RSTN TP major urban highway schemes
avoid designated sites of national and international
importance but have the potential to affect local built
and archaeological heritage interests. May have
positive effects depending on the line chosen.

Recycle waste material where practicable.

Use recycled materials where practicable.
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Neutral relationship (o)

No relationship (-)

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS
Proposed new highway schemes which remove
strategic traffic from the urban areas may provide the
opportunity to introduce environmental improvements.
New urban highway links may have a detrimental
impact on the quality of the urban environment.
Proposed new highway schemes will provide for the
needs of the current generation.
The construction of proposed new highway schemes
will provide substantial employment opportunities. The
proposals would contribute to the removal of
bottlenecks within settlements and would therefore
permit more reliable journey times for business and
freight
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on education
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on crime.
Proposed new highway schemes will have no impact
on housing conditions.
Bypasses of settlements would result in through traffic
diverting onto more strategic routes thus reducing
potential for pedestrian casualties and vehicular
accidents within the settlement.
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