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TransportNI has considered the correspondence in the above communication and responds as
follows:
1.

Belfast City Centre Management’s Response to DRD’s draft Statutory Orders and
Environmental Statement for the proposed York Street Interchange.
1. INTRODUCTION
Belfast City Centre Management (BCCM) is grateful to the Department for the opportunity
to respond to the York Street Interchange through the consultation process, launched by
the Department for Regional Development.
2. ABOUT BELFAST CITY CENTRE MANAGEMENT COMPANY
This response is submitted on behalf of BCCM, a public/private sector partnership,
established to bring together key stakeholders within the city centre with the following
mission statement:
'BCCM will deliver additional services into Belfast city centre, on behalf of its core
funders, which contribute in a measurable way to a cleaner, safer and more accessible
city'
Working as an operational vehicle for Belfast City Council (BCC), the Department for
Social Development (DSD) and Belfast Chamber of Trade & Commerce (BCTC), BCCM acts
as an enabler, facilitator and coordinator in the city centre.
BCCM works in partnership with its key stakeholders to deliver a shared city centre
agenda through bespoke Action Groups, focusing on the following three areas:
•

Economic Performance,

•

Public Space Management and

•

Safer City.

BCCM is a company limited by guarantee and has been structured in such a way that
enables the private sector to become involved in the improvement of Belfast city centre
and influence the decision-making process by the representation of Belfast Chamber of
Trade & Commerce (BCTC) on the BCCM Board. The relationship with BCTC is set out in
the strategic alliance, outlining the relationship between both organisations.
3. RESPONSE TO THE PROPOSAL
Our response is based on the scale of the York Street Interchange (YSI) project and the
implications that will arise as a result of its implementation, with consideration given to
visitors, shoppers, employees and residents.

•

Currently, the north side of Belfast city centre's road network is made up of the
Westlink and M3, both of which are perceived to be a barrier to accessing Belfast city
centre. BCCM is concerned that the YSI would exacerbate the issue by contributing to
this barrier. Consideration needs to be given to use of innovative measures to
minimise this this barrier and make the YSI more pedestrian and cycle friendly.

Access for Pedestrians/Cyclists
a) The grade separation provided by the Proposed Scheme would remove significant volumes of
road traffic from the existing local streets, including York Street and Great Georges Street. It is
considered that these changes and additional improvements to each of the remaining
signalised junctions, would benefit non-motorised road users through improved amenity on
these routes.
b) For pedestrians, the Proposed Scheme provides full pedestrian connection along both sides
of York Street with controlled crossings at appropriate points. This is an improvement from the
existing layout and would provide an improvement for access for pedestrians to the City
Centre. Crossing widths are also reduced at signalised junctions, through either carriageway
narrowing or the use of refuge islands. All improved pedestrian routes would be suitably
surfaced in accordance with the requirements of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges
and provided with dropped-kerbs and tactile paving.
Cycling Provision
c) Following the statutory consultation period, TransportNI has further engaged with Sustrans
and DRD Cycling Unit to review provision for all non-motorised users on York Street. All
aspects raised by your response have been considered in developing a revised proposal.
d) We enclose two drawings illustrating the revised proposal for your information. The revised
proposal will be available for discussion at the upcoming Public Inquiry.
Strategic Advisory Group
e) Since finalising the Proposed Scheme Report, including the Environmental Statement,
TransportNI has established a Strategic Advisory Group (SAG) comprising representatives
from a variety of government and non-government bodies. The purpose of the group, amongst
other things, is to review scheme aesthetics and enhance user appreciation.
2.

The York Street Interchange (YSI) will be a major project for the city, impacting on traffic in
and around the city centre during its construction phase. Disruption to traffic should be
minimised as far as possible and avoid key events that are hosted in Belfast city centre.
Disruption
a) TransportNI is currently developing its Temporary Traffic Management Strategy for the
construction phase. As a representative body for retailers and traders in Belfast City Centre,
TransportNI will consult with Belfast City Centre Management Board in due course with regard
to the development of the strategy.

3.

The YSI provides an opportunity to improve infrastructure links in support of cyclists and
pedestrians. This opportunity needs developed to encourage connectivity with the north
of the city and the city centre.

Access for Pedestrians/Cyclists
a) As mentioned previously, for pedestrians, the Proposed Scheme provides full pedestrian
connection along both sides of York Street with controlled crossings at appropriate points.
This is an improvement from the existing layout and would provide an improvement for access
for pedestrians to the City Centre. Crossing widths are also reduced at signalised junctions,
through either carriageway narrowing or the use of refuge islands. All improved pedestrian
routes would be suitably surfaced in accordance with the requirements of the Design Manual
for Roads and Bridges and provided with dropped-kerbs and tactile paving.
Cycling Provision
b) Following the statutory consultation period, TransportNI has further engaged with Sustrans
and DRD Cycling Unit to review provision for all non-motorised users on York Street. All
aspects raised by your response have been considered in developing a revised proposal.
c) We enclose two drawings illustrating the revised proposal for your information. The revised
proposal will be available for discussion at the upcoming Public Inquiry.
4.

The YSI needs to consider the expansion of the university campus at York Street and the
development of City Quays and the needs of their users, with the opportunity to improve
infrastructure particularly for cyclists and pedestrians with the city centre.
NMU Provision
a) The proposals presented for consultation are considered to address the potential future
demand for pedestrians and cyclists on York Street, following the relocation of the Ulster
University campus.
b) This is evident in the provision of cycle lanes (as shown in the revised proposal) in both the
northbound and southbound directions and the provision of continuous pedestrian links,
including controlled crossings, along the proposed footways on each side of York Street. The
proposed southbound bus lane also provides an opportunity to improve direct bus links to the
new campus from North Belfast and the strategic road network.
c) The Proposed Scheme is not considered to preclude opportunities to improve infrastructure
for non-motorised users in the environs of the future City Quays development.

5.

The YSI project provides the opportunity to create new 'green space' which is lacking in
the city centre. This opportunity should be developed.
Innovative public art and lighting schemes should also be considered and developed as
part of the proposal.
Landscape Treatment
a) A Landscape & Visual Effects assessment has been undertaken for the scheme and reported
in Chapter 11 in Volume 1 of the Environmental Statement. Based on this assessment,
appropriate mitigation & enhancement measures have been developed and reported in
Section 11.7 of the ES, and a set of Landscape Mitigation drawings are included as Figure
11.7 (7 sheets) in Volume 3 of the ES. Indicative landscape treatment is included in these

drawings. The detailed landscaping design would be developed as the scheme design
progresses.
Strategic Advisory Group (SAG)
a) Since finalising the Proposed Scheme Report, including the Environmental Statement,
TransportNI has established a Strategic Advisory Group (SAG) comprising representatives
from a variety of government and non-government bodies. The purpose of the group, amongst
other things, is to review scheme aesthetics, enhance user appreciation and future land use.
b) In terms of scheme aesthetics, the SAG has identified a unified aesthetic theme which
incorporates the use of feature lighting at identified locations.
c) Upon completion of the Proposed Scheme a number of surplus land parcels have been
identified, as shown on Figure 12.5 in Volume 3 of the Environmental Statement. The layout
of the Proposed Scheme has provided access to these identified land parcels. However,
TransportNI has no remit to direct the proposed use of surplus land and it is considered that
the Greater Clarendon Masterplan is the appropriate document to consider the future use of
such land parcels.
d) We would thank you for your interest in this scheme.
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