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NIMVO plot number .........................................................................................................................N/A
TransportNI has considered the correspondence in the above objection and responds as follows:
1.

I’m very pleased to see the new bridge in the York St proposal. I am a regular pedestrian
in the area walking from Yorkgate rail station to ulster university. The current situation is
desperate for pedestrians, dangerous, noisy and unpleasant, and the suggested
improvements will enhance the pedestrian journey.
Endorsement of Pedestrian Proposals
a) TransportNI welcomes your comments in relation to proposed pedestrian provision. As you
have recognised, the grade separation provided by the Proposed Scheme would remove
significant volumes of road traffic from the existing local streets, including York Street and
Great George’s Street. It is considered that these changes would benefit non-motorised road
users, as they would experience a less intimidating environment.
b) For your information, we would also note that the Proposed Scheme provides full pedestrian
connection along both the western and eastern sides of York Street with controlled crossings
at appropriate points. As a regular user of the junction, you will appreciate that this proposal
would provide improvement from the existing layout.

2.

However, the plans for cycling in the proposed scheme are very very poor. This is a great
opportunity to link north belfast to the city centre, in a perfect flat cycling environment in a
high density urban area. The scheme should have separated lanes for cyclists to
encourage all types of cycling, including children, casual commuters and people using the
forthcoming cycle hire scheme. Have any road planners been to other European cities to
see what’s happening there? The best way to encourage alternatives to the car is to
create safe spaces for pedestrians and cyclists. Separated, dedicated cycle lanes need to
be incorporated into the interchange now.
Cycling Provision:
a) Following the statutory consultation period, TransportNI has further engaged with Sustrans
and DRD Cycling Unit to review provision for all non-motorised users on York Street. All
aspects raised by your response have been considered in developing a revised proposal.
b) We enclose two drawings illustrating the revised proposal for your information. The revised
proposal will be available for discussion at the upcoming Public Inquiry.
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